Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation and Management of Marine Turtles
and Their Habitats of the Indian Ocean and South-East Asia (IOSEA) (concluded under
the auspices of the Convention on Migratory Species)

The Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation and Management of Marine Turtles and their Habitats of
the Indian Ocean and South-East Asia (IOSEA) was completed on June 23, 2001, in Manila, Philippines. I0SEA is
the second memorandum of understanding of its kind to be concluded under the auspices of the Convention on
Migratory Species. It is a non-binding agreement and provides a framework through which States of the region--as
well as other concerned States--can work together to conserve and replenish depleted marine turtle populations for
which they share responsibility. It acknowledges a wide range of threats to marine turtles, including habitat
destruction, direct harvesting and trade, fisheries bycatch, pollution and other human induced sources of mortality.
The I0OSEA recognizes the need to address these problems in the context of the socio-economic development of the
States concerned, and to take account of other relevant instruments and organizations.

The IOSEA has a potential membership of at least 40 countries, covering the entire Indian Ocean and Southeast
Asia. Activities may also be coordinated through subregional mechanisms in South-East Asia, as well as in the
northern, western, and southwestern Indian Ocean. Thirty-five States have signed the IOSEA: Australia, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Comoros, Egypt, Eritrea, France, India, Indonesia, Islamic Republic of Iran, Jordan, Kenya,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Mozambique, Myanmar, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea,
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Seychelles, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tanzania, Thailand, United Arab Emirates,
United Kingdom, United States, Vietnam, and Yemen. The fourth meeting of the Signatory States was held in
Oman in March 2006. The fifth signatory state meeting was held in Bali, Indonesia in August 2008. The signatory
states discussed and passed a fisheries bycatch resolution. The signatory states also discussed the impacts of coastal
development on sea turtles, as well as funding for the agreement. The Sixth Signatory States meeting was in
Bangkok, Thailand in January 2012. The major discussion topics included regional updates, illegal traffic of sea
turtles, adoption of a site network and adoption of the work plan and budget. Intersessional work is focused on
developing candidate sites for the Site Network of Important Marine Turtle Habitats. The Signatory States are
working to have the first sites agreed to at the next Signatory States meeting in 2014.

The Conservation and Management Plan, containing 24 programs and 105 specific activities, aims to reverse the
decline of marine turtle populations throughout the region. The measures to be taken focus on reducing threats,

conserving critical habitat, exchanging scientific data, increasing public awareness and participation, promoting

regional cooperation, and seeking resources for implementation.

The Secretariat, located in Bangkok, Thailand, is under the auspices of the Convention on Migratory Species. The
Advisory Committee consists of seven members with expertise from various disciplines, appointed by the Signatory
States. The majority of the financial support has come from Australia, France, United Kingdom, United States,
Convention on Migratory Species Trust Fund, and United Nations Environment Programme.

Web address: http://www.ioseaturtles.org/
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